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This monthly publication keeps industry, NCAA licence

holders, and the general public informed of safety-related

occurrences, recommendations, and initiatives within the

industry. All reports are de-identified and no attempt

should be made to identify the reporter in this or any other

avenue unless specific authorisation is given. 
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There were a very positive 68 occurrence reports in March, while

three were not in the Namibian FIR, but involved a V5 registered

aircraft. The reports included: 

40 mandatory events, and of the 23 voluntary reports, there were

2 hazard reports. 

27 medium-risk events, including 21 bird strikes, and no high-risk

events. 

Tragically there were four accidents in March, including two fatal

accidents. 

96% of reports came from ANS and Operators, 6% from

Aerodromes. 

Detailed information is available in the occurrence section, and

trends will be reviewed by the State Safety Programme Steering

Committee (SSP Steercom) and the SSP Technical Working Group

(TWG)

For more information about classifications of risk, see the definitions

in Safety Bulletin 1-22. Graphs included in this document show 12-

month rolling figures unless specified.

Safety Statistics
March 2026
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Safety data trending is essential in aviation safety. Only with

adequate data on proactive and reactive mechanisms, can we

move towards prediction. By analysing key events and processes

through appropriate metrics, we can move closer to achieving

maximum safety levels and minimising undesirable events. 

http://www.ncaa.com.na/
http://www.ncaa.com.na/


www .ncaa . com .na  Page 4S a f e t y  B u l l e t i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 6

Safety Dashboard

http://www.ncaa.com.na/


Reporting
S a f e t y  B u l l e t i n  -  M a r c h  2 0 2 6

Stay Safe!

Safety Thought for the Month

“Our passengers place their trust in us to get safely from A to B.
Always live up to their expectations” - Anon

Safety Performance Indicators March 2026
Bird strikes remain high at FYWH, the highest number recorded to date.

Maintenance events were also high, which may be a reflection on increased

reporting rather than increased events.   
SPIs
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Dear Stakeholders,

As we move into the next phase of the year, the Namibian aviation sector is presented with

both significant opportunities and important reminders of our shared responsibility for safety.

A key highlight for the months ahead is the rollout of twelve (12) safety and quality training

courses, delivered through ICAO TrainAir Plus partners. These programmes represent a

strategic investment in strengthening industry capability and enhancing safety performance

across the sector. I strongly encourage all stakeholders to take full advantage of these

accessible and cost-effective training opportunities. Further details are provided elsewhere in

this bulletin.

Our continued stakeholder engagement with sister Civil Aviation Authorities remains strong.

This time, we had the pleasure of hosting a benchmarking visit from the Eswatini Civil Aviation

Authority. The engagement was mutually beneficial, not only did we impart knowledge and

best practices, but we also gained valuable insights. This exchange has further fostered greater

regional cooperation across various sections, particularly in Air Navigation Service provision.

The industry is preparing to come together for Aviation Week Africa 2026, which will be hosted

in Windhoek from 22 to 25 April 2026. This important gathering will provide a valuable platform

for dialogue, innovation, and collective progress in a rapidly evolving aviation environment,

while further positioning Namibia as a key player on the continental stage.
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We also take pride in moments that reflect the progress of our industry. Namibia’s

commemoration of International Women’s Day was marked by the arrival of an all-female-

operated Ethiopian Airlines flight at Hosea Kutako International Airport. This inspiring event

demonstrated the growing role of women in aviation and reaffirmed our commitment to

inclusivity and gender diversity.

At the same time, we are reminded that safety must remain our priority. In March, we

regrettably recorded two fatal accidents involving general aviation operations, as well as two

additional accidents in the charter sector that fortunately resulted in no injuries. We extend

our deepest condolences to the families and friends of those who lost their lives. Investigations

into all occurrences are ongoing, and preliminary reports will be published on the DAAII

website in due course. I urge all stakeholders to review these reports carefully and actively

apply the lessons learned.

In advancing sustainability, Namibia successfully hosted the Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)

Feasibility Study Launch in partnership with the Swiss Government and ICAO. This

milestone positions the NCAA and the country at large as active participants in shaping a more

sustainable future for aviation.

As we look ahead, our focus remains clear: to strengthen safety oversight, foster a proactive

safety culture, and work in close partnership with all stakeholders to ensure the continued safe

and sustainable development of aviation in Namibia.

Yours in Safety, 

Ms. Toska Sem
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UPCOMING TRAINING

NCAA is pleased to announce the approval of safety and quality courses for 2026.

Space is limited so get in touch as soon as possible if you wish to attend or would like

more details. 

http://www.ncaa.com.na/
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As always, remember, for incident, accident, and

hazard reporting, email both incidents@ncaa.na

and daaii@mwt.gov.na; 

For voluntary, confidential, or anonymous reports,

you may follow the secure Confidential Reporting

Link. 

SMS - WHY NOT SHARE?

The safety system requires confidentiality to ensure

the free flow of information. It is generally

recommended to apply principles of protection and

principles of exception to both mandatory and

voluntary reports, a system which is promoted in the

new ICAO USOAP SSP PQs and a recommended

practice in Annex 19. However in a truly just culture,

should we be afraid of sharing information? Truly

confidential reports should be a rarity.

The concept of just culture needs to move from lip service to clear action. In doing so

there needs to be a transition from sharing confidentially with the safety staff and

sharing openly with line management without fear of reprisal. If the company

embraces just culture there should be no fear of openly reporting. While there is of

course always a place for confidential reports and anonymous reports they should be

discouraged to ensure people feel secure in knowing honest mistakes won’t be

punished and reporting a hazard or incident witnessed is only meant to improve the

system. 

Only when we can openly share honest mistakes with our colleagues and

management will the just culture become firmly embedded. This can also prompt

quicker responses to reports and root causes being addressed in a timely way.

So consider when filing a report - to copy in your line manager and/or share the event

openly at a safety meeting as an example to help others. When you are reporting to

NCAA, it also helps expedite the process of investigation if the regulatory unit

responsible, your principle inspector, or the ANSP is copied into the report and can

respond immediately. 

https://www.ncaa.com.na/index.php/ncaa-confidential-voluntary-reporting-form
https://www.ncaa.com.na/index.php/ncaa-confidential-voluntary-reporting-form
http://www.ncaa.com.na/
mailto:incidents@ncaa.na
mailto:daaii@mwt.gov.na
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v3ZAMWoHY0G8-nd34e3XESuy4YoIhTZCiWperJRDCz1UOUQ5OThQQkpHNkdIWU1VRFBDVzg4SzY4OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v3ZAMWoHY0G8-nd34e3XESuy4YoIhTZCiWperJRDCz1UOUQ5OThQQkpHNkdIWU1VRFBDVzg4SzY4OC4u


High numbers of bird strikes continue at FYWH, notably large flocks of
falcons were reported this month. 

March recorded the highest number of bird strikes since monitoring
began in 2021. While the rate was higher in the 2021 rainy season, due to
the significantly reduced post Covid movement numbers, the number of
bird strikes in March 2026 were higher and all took place at FYWH. NAC is
addressing the matter with a sense of urgency, several specialists have
been consulted, frequency of inspections increased, and  additional
scaring equipment is in the process of procurement. 

W I L D L I F E  S T R I K E S  
( V O L U N T A R Y ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  A G A )

SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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There were twelve technical events reported this month.  

 

AMO personnel are again reminded of the critical importance of the
elements in NAMCATS Part 140 Appendix A, for identification of trends
that an individual AMO may not detect and to ensure proper closure of
those trends. AMOs, ATOs, AOCs, always ensure to submit the closure
report by the AMO when there is a technical event, either via the PRAM
or directly from the AMO.  

SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026

T E C H N I C A L  F A U L T S
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  L O W  R I S K ,  A I R / O P S )
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The following eleven Air Navigation Services events occurred. 

A stuck PTT and failure  of the standby radio caused a total
communications failure in FYOA while a power line fault affected the
main radios at FYWH, standby radios were working. 

Met failures continue to be an issue. NCAA is working proactively with
NMS to find solutions. Participants are reminded to continue to report
breakdowns, without data NMS cannot make a strong case for
additional staff or new equipment.

SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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A T S  /  A - M E T  R E L A T E D  E V E N T S
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  L O W  R I S K ,  A N S S O )
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The following aerodrome events occurred:

Unauthorised vehicles were on the apron and runway at FYSO. The
manager was contacted and stricter controls over film crews were put
in place

The scales were inoperative at a scheduled airport. It was noted that  
scales are not a mandatory requirement for aerodromes and operators
who require this service at the terminal must have an SLA in place with
the airport operator. However, once the situation was brought to the
attention of the airport manager the situation was rectified.

SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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A E R O D R O M E  R E L A T E D  E V E N T S
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  L O W  R I S K ,  A N S S O )
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SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026

G O  A R O U N D S  A N D  D I V E R S I O N  E V E N T S
( V O L U N T A R Y , L O W  R I S K ,  O P S / A N S S O )

The following table shows go-around and diversion events.

A positive number of go arounds due to unstable approaches indicates
the go around mindset is effective. Crew should always be go around
orientated and never hesitate to make the decision anytime parameters
fall outside those planned. 

www .ncaa . com .na  Page 14
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SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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On landing, a charter flight experienced a collapsed nosewheel,
resulting in a propeller strike and blocking the runway. There were no
injuries.

C O L L A P S E D  N O S E  W H E E L
( A C C I D E N T ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  O P S )

A commercial flight landed at FYOW and on touchdown the right main
gear collapsed causing a prop strike and the aircraft to veer off the
runway. There were no injuries.

R U N W A Y  E X C U R S I O N
( A C C I D E N T ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  A I R )

A foreign registered NTCA operating in the Gobabeb area impacted
terrain nose first, fatally injuring both pilot and passenger.

It is not clear why the aircraft lost control.

U N C O N T R O L L E D  I M P A C T  W I T H  T E R R A I N  ( L O C - I )
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  L O W  R I S K ,  A I R )

A foreign registered light aircraft impacted powerlines resulting in a
loss of control and impact with terrain. The passenger was fatally
injured and the pilot seriously injured.

It is not clear why the aircraft impacted the powerlines.

C O L L I S I O N  W I T H  P O W E R  L I N E S
( A C C I D E N T ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  O P S )

http://www.ncaa.com.na/


A light aircraft was told to extend downwind runway 01 at FYWE and
sequence number two to a scheduled jet aircraft. The aircraft then
reported that the tower had not provided sufficient spacing between
the aircraft.

Pilot’s should never be afraid to speak up when the clearance is not
suitable. Extending downwind at FYWE for runway 01 has limitations and
ATC might not always be aware of your performance constraints. It might
be pertinent, for example, to ask for an orbit if the clearance is difficult to
comply with.  

SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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A I R - P R O X  V F R  C I R C U I T
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  O P S / A N S S O )

An inbound charter was sequenced on a converging path with an
arriving schedule, when the aircraft requested to extend, the only safe
option, they ended up being too close to a schedule landing behind
resulting in a go around. 

Sequencing traffic at FYWH during midday when a number of schedules
arrive and depart, with the non-simultaneous movements, has inherent
hazards. While solutions are being looked into, such as land and hold
short, they also carry risks. Operators are cautioned, wherever possible,
to plan flights slightly earlier or later than the published schedules.

A I R - P R O X  M I D D A Y  A T  F Y W H
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  O P S / A N S S O )

http://www.ncaa.com.na/


SAFETY OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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A helicopter failed to read back a clearance to extend downwind while
an IFR arrival was on final. The controller did not advise of traffic nor
follow up on the failed readback. The crew of the IFR flight heard the
failed readback and established visual contact with the traffic, now on a
converging course, thereafter elected to go around.

Remember we are all each other’s safety net. While in this case there were
mistakes made by others, the vigilance of look out and listen out even
under IFR was critical in avoiding a disaster. 
While not in the Namibian FIR, the event brings important lessons worth
sharing. 

A I R - P R O X  G O O Y
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  O P S / A N S S O )

An aircraft was released to service following maintenance without the
log book entries being completed. A confidential report was provided to
the operator alerting them of the mistake. 

On another occasion, an aircraft was released to service without a
mandatory item which fell within the 50-hour release being complete.
The aircraft overflew the required inspection by approximately 15 hours
and a defect developed related to the system ommitted.

Post maintenance checklists are vital and must be completed carefully
both for the operator (MCM) and the AMO (MOE). Investigation on these
matters is ongoing. 

I M P R O P E R  R E L E A S E  T O  S E R V I C E
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  A N S S O )

An aircraft departed the taxiway after a stuck brake prevented the
aircraft maintaining a straight path.

T A X I W A Y  E X C U R S I O N
( M A N D A T O R Y ,  L O W  R I S K ,  A I R )

http://www.ncaa.com.na/


Maintaining vertical and
horizontal awareness is vital to

avoid becoming a statistic

100% of CFIT
accidents happen

below MSA

HT T PS : / / TC . C AN ADA . C A / E N /A V I AT I ON / G EN E RA L - O P E RAT I N G -
F L I G H T- RU L E S /A V I AT I ON - S A F E T Y- PO ST E R - G A L L E RY

https://tc.canada.ca/en/aviation/general-operating-flight-rules/aviation-safety-poster-gallery
https://tc.canada.ca/en/aviation/general-operating-flight-rules/aviation-safety-poster-gallery


SAFETY FEEDBACK
MARCH 2026
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Powerlines in the vicinity of FYLZ are being addressed by NAC as to their
effect on the OLS and the approaches and the depiction/publication on
AD charts and in the AIP.

The industry is being asked to address specific locations where
powerlines cross roads causing a hazard, this matter has been referred
to the IOSG to collect data. 

A number of unlit obstacles have been identified in the Swakopmund
area - mostly communication towers, and CRAN is being approached to
address the issue.

O B S T A C L E S
( H A Z A R D ,  M E D I U M  R I S K ,  A G A )

http://www.ncaa.com.na/


Air Canada Express Flight 8646, inbound to La Guardia airport in New
York, impacted with a vehicle, killing the two pilots and seriously
injuring 38 passengers, two flight attendants, and the two vehicle
occupants. 
A departing flight aborted its takeoff after anti-ice warning lights came
on, and declared an emergency after the crew noticed a foul odour in
the cabin. Without an open gate for the United flight, an airport
firefighting truck and a stair truck were dispatched to assist.

At 23:37, air traffic control (ATC) cleared "Truck 1 and company" to
cross runway 4 at taxiway D while the Air Canada Express aircraft was
on short final. The controller could then be heard telling another
aircraft, Frontier 4195, to stop. Immediately thereafter, the controller
issued multiple radio transmissions telling Truck 1 to stop, just seconds
after clearing it across the runway where the collision would occur.
Audio released captured the moment of the initial and the second call
to Truck 1: "Frontier 4195, just stop there please. Stop, stop, stop, stop,
Truck 1, stop, stop, stop. Stop, Truck 1.”

INTERNATIONAL OCCURRENCES
MARCH 2026
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C O L L I S I O N  W I T H  V E H I C L E

The pilots were reported to have
reduced the severity by braking
extremely hard just after
touchdown.

The preliminary statements
indicate that the ground collision
system failed to warn the air traffic
controllers.  

See more about ground safety
practices in our January edition.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ground_support_equipment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Final_approach
http://www.ncaa.com.na/


Wise Aeronautical Decision Making (ADM) underpins every phase of flight, from

preflight planning to enroute navigation to emergency situations. It's ultimately

what separates a safe outcome from a preventable one. So with that in mind, let's

turn our attention to a topic that puts ADM front and centre: low-level flying and

the new NAMCAR Part 91 Minimum Height rules promulgated in October 2024.

Namibia’s New Part 91 Minimum Height VFR Rules
 NAMCAR 91.06.32 (Visual Flight Rules) now states:

(5) A VFR flight may not be flown -

 (a) over the congested areas of cities, towns or settlements or over an open-air

assembly of persons at a height less than 1 000 feet above the highest obstacle

within a radius of 600 metres from the aircraft; or

 (b) elsewhere than as specified in subparagraph (a), at a height not less than 500

feet above the ground or water unless the flight can be made without hazard or
nuisance to persons or property on the ground or water and the pilot-in-
command operates at a height and in a manner that allows safe operation in
the event of an engine failure,  except when necessary for take-off or landing, or

except by permission from the appropriate authority.

M A T T  T O T T E N  J N R  -  A O P A  C E O
Prepared by :
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What’s Stayed the Same
As before, aircraft may not operate below 1,000 ft AGL above the highest obstacle

when flying over congested areas, towns, settlements, or open-air assemblies of

persons, except during takeoff or landing. And should your mission require circling

over an open-air assembly, this can only be done at or above 3,000 ft AGL.

What’s Different
The key change is a conditional allowance for flight below 500 ft AGL over non-

congested areas, provided the flight poses no hazard or nuisance to persons or

property, and the pilot-in-command can land safely in the event of an engine failure.

Why the Change?
This update is important as it enables critical missions that often require flight below

500 ft AGL, such as:

Search and rescue operations;

Aerial firefighting;

National infrastructure inspections (e.g. NamPower powerline patrols);

Wildlife conservation and game counting flights;

Aerial surveys and private property inspections;

Professional film shoots for our tourism industry; and

Recreational operations like paragliding, hang-gliding, and certain microlight

flying, which typically operate well below 500 ft AGL and were effectively rendered

non-compliant under the old rules.

That said, just because the regulations now allow flight below 500 ft AGL in certain

conditions does not mean it is wise to do so for the majority of pilots and missions.

The recommended safe height over non-congested areas remains 500 ft AGL for

several important safety reasons.

Surviving the Wires Environment
An important reason to maintain 500 ft AGL is the reality of the “wires environment”.

This term refers to the ever-growing network of power lines, communication towers,

wind turbines, and unmarked obstacles that inhabit low-level airspace. Tower guide 

M A T T  T O T T E N  J N R  -  A O P A  C E O
Prepared by :
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wires can extend laterally up to 80% of a tower’s height, making them nearly

impossible to spot.

At typical flight speeds, most wires are invisible. Even when spotted, it can take up to

6 seconds for a pilot to detect and react to an obstacle, reaction time you simply don’t

have at low altitudes.

This risk is compounded in Namibia by the unfortunate lack of regularly updated

sectional charts that map the current obstacle environment. Until that changes,

Namibian pilots must treat the low-level environment with heightened respect and

conduct thorough pre-flight ground reconnaissance wherever possible.

Altitude is Your Ally
Altitude buys you time: time to diagnose, decide, and act. In virtually every

emergency scenario, height above the ground improves your chance of a safe

outcome, and that matters even more when you have passengers on board or are

flying over other people and their property.

Be a Good Neighbour
Flying at or above 500 ft AGL isn’t just good airmanship, it’s good citizenship too.

Maintaining community trust is essential to the long-term future of general aviation.

When low-level flight is necessary, always secure property owner permission and any

required permits beforehand (e.g. MEFT and conservancy approvals for game

counting, or permits for professional film shoots). The new regulations are clear: low-
level flight must not create a nuisance or hazard to persons or property on the
ground. Respect this privilege through wise use of ADM.

M A T T  T O T T E N  J N R  -  A O P A  C E O
Prepared by :
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Making Good Aeronautical Decisions
Every flight involves risk and it is every pilot’s responsibility to mitigate those risks

through wise ADM. Should your mission require low-level flying, thorough high-level
recon and pre-flight due diligence are non-negotiable. Ask yourself:

Have you identified and cleared the area for potential collision hazards from the

ground and from a proper recon altitude?

Considering Namibia’s variable topography, have you ensured power lines aren’t

spanning the canyons, valleys, or rivers you intend to cross?

Do you understand that familiarity with an area is no guarantee of safety from

hazards?

Have you secured permission from the affected property owners or relevant

authorities?

Have you reviewed applicable noise abatement procedures for the area?

Are you truly prepared, your aircraft capable, and the surface manageable to allow

for a safe landing should your engine fail at such low heights?

If you haven’t assessed the hazards, mitigated the risks, or received the required

approvals, good ADM compels you to remain at or above 500 ft AGL.

The Ultimate PIC Duty
As the saying goes, “a superior pilot uses superior knowledge to avoid situations
that require superior skills.” Pilots who exercise good ADM avoid stacking risks

against themselves. So make sure you’re not stacking the risks against yourself if you

decide to go low.

Remember, NAMCAR 91.06.5 (Authority of Pilot-in-Command) states:

(1) The pilot-in-command is responsible for the operation and safety of the aircraft
and for the safety of all persons on board during flight.

Let’s make sure our aeronautical decision making, at every height, always reflects the

gravity of that ultimate duty.

M A T T  T O T T E N  J N R  -  A O P A  C E O
Prepared by :
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Meet

Our Interns

STAKEHOLDER
Prepared by :
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 INTERNS
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Marcelline Muhapili
Data Analyst Intern

Dep: Safety, Security
and Quality Assurance

“I really enjoy the work
culture. It’s inspiring to

see people express
such genuine passion
for their jobs, and the

friendly staff make
adapting to the work
environment much

easier”

On what they enjoy most about the NCAA

Polla Kristian
Data Science Intern

Dep: Safety, Security and
Quality Assurance

“I  enjoy working in
environments that allow
me to collaborate with

others and continuously
learn new skills. So far, I

have greatly enjoyed my
work environment, which
is dynamic and fosters

curiosity. ”

Emily Batubaja
Data Science Intern

Dep: Air Traffic Services

“Honestly, it’s the people and
the learning environment.

Everyone has been so
welcoming, and I love how
there’s always something

new to learn or figure out. It
keeps things exciting and

makes me feel like I’m
growing every day. Plus,

being part of a team that
actually supports each

other makes coming to work
something to look forward to

😊”

http://www.ncaa.com.na/
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Zenaune Kambueza 
Human Resources Intern
Dep: Human Resources 

“I admire the company's
culture, I feel like NCAA is big

on prioritising employees
wellness and there is a
feeling of togetherness

within the organisation that
makes me want to come to
work everyday and be part

of this organisation”

Ranolda Mpareke
Human Resources Intern
Dep: Human Resources 

“Honestly, what I enjoy
most is the overall

experience of working at
NCAA. The environment is

great, there's always
something new you

learn. I thought HR would
be all rules and serious

faces😂plot twist, it's
actually warm,

welcoming and one of
the most chilled teams to

work with😌. Who am I
kidding, I bet we all

enjoyed getting
breakfast and lunch

when NCAA was hosting
delegates from other
organisations🤣😜”.

Selma Itana 
Records and Archives
Management Intern
Dep: Office of the ED

“The light moments of
laughter we share on the

4  floor” th

http://www.ncaa.com.na/
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Katrina Andreas
Executive Assistant Intern:

Office of the GM 
Dep: Safety and Security

 
 “Your word is the lamp to my
feet, a light to my path Psalm”

119:105

As an executive assistant, I am
not just handling schedules,
but I am supporting leaders
who shape national aviation
policy. I find strength in every
season of my life. No matter
what challenges come my
way I choose to grow, learn

and rise. I take pride in
embracing life lesson and

turning them into opportunity
for my personal growth.”

Musiwa Precious
Mainza

Legal Intern
Dep: Aviation Security

 
 “The people are so

welcoming and make
my time at work far

lighter and more
enjoyable, healthy

working environment top
tier.”

Salimi Abed
Records and Archive

Intern
Dep: Aviation

Security
 

 “I'd say I'm happiest
when things are

running smoothly
and I'm getting

things done. There's
just something very

satisfying about
turning chaos into

order.”

http://www.ncaa.com.na/


Invitation to Contribute

Safety Updates

Service providers and users are invited to contribute topics, ideas, articles, or

questions to NCAA SSPQ department for consideration in our safety

publications or safety workshops. Remember the safety system only works with

participation and information sharing is key to continuous improvement and

achieving our global aviation safety goals. 

Did you have an experience that taught you more about staying safe? Share it

with others! 

Further information requests,  submissions, or queries can be sent to:

email: spq@ncaa.na  

phone: +264 83 235 2468

The publication now named Safety in the Namibian FIR, initially intended for

foreign pilots to address numerous air-prox events, was approved for

distribution and is available in soft copy on the NCAA website and in hard copy

at NCAA headquarters. Also available are hard copies of the recently approved

reporting pamphlet.

S a f e t y  B u l l e t i n  -  M a r c h  2 0 2 6 www .ncaa . com .na  Page 28

Updates

NCAA again, invites all stakeholders to keep a lookout and report any

hazardous observation, attitudes, or precursor events. The greater our

awareness of hazards, the more effectively our system can move from reactive

to predictive safety management. Together we can make the skies safer! And

don’t forget you can report online or via email.

HIRM

mailto:spq@ncaa.na
http://www.ncaa.com.na/
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	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	WILDLIFE STRIKES  (VOLUNTARY, MEDIUM RISK, AGA)
	High numbers of bird strikes continue at FYWH, notably large flocks of falcons were reported this month.
	March recorded the highest number of bird strikes since monitoring began in 2021. While the rate was higher in the 2021 rainy season, due to the significantly reduced post Covid movement numbers, the number of bird strikes in March 2026 were higher and all took place at FYWH. NAC is addressing the matter with a sense of urgency, several specialists have been consulted, frequency of inspections increased, and  additional scaring equipment is in the process of procurement.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	TECHNICAL FAULTS (MANDATORY, LOW RISK, AIR/OPS)
	There were twelve technical events reported this month.
	AMO personnel are again reminded of the critical importance of the elements in NAMCATS Part 140 Appendix A, for identification of trends that an individual AMO may not detect and to ensure proper closure of those trends. AMOs, ATOs, AOCs, always ensure to submit the closure report by the AMO when there is a technical event, either via the PRAM or directly from the AMO.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	ATS / A-MET RELATED EVENTS (MANDATORY, LOW RISK, ANSSO)
	The following eleven Air Navigation Services events occurred.
	A stuck PTT and failure  of the standby radio caused a total communications failure in FYOA while a power line fault affected the main radios at FYWH, standby radios were working.
	Met failures continue to be an issue. NCAA is working proactively with NMS to find solutions. Participants are reminded to continue to report breakdowns, without data NMS cannot make a strong case for additional staff or new equipment.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	AERODROME RELATED EVENTS (MANDATORY, LOW RISK, ANSSO)
	The following aerodrome events occurred:
	Unauthorised vehicles were on the apron and runway at FYSO. The manager was contacted and stricter controls over film crews were put in place
	The scales were inoperative at a scheduled airport. It was noted that  scales are not a mandatory requirement for aerodromes and operators who require this service at the terminal must have an SLA in place with the airport operator. However, once the situation was brought to the attention of the airport manager the situation was rectified.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	GO AROUNDS AND DIVERSION EVENTS (VOLUNTARY,LOW RISK, OPS/ANSSO)
	The following table shows go-around and diversion events.
	A positive number of go arounds due to unstable approaches indicates the go around mindset is effective. Crew should always be go around orientated and never hesitate to make the decision anytime parameters fall outside those planned.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	RUNWAY EXCURSION (ACCIDENT, MEDIUM RISK, AIR)
	A commercial flight landed at FYOW and on touchdown the right main gear collapsed causing a prop strike and the aircraft to veer off the runway. There were no injuries.

	COLLAPSED NOSE WHEEL (ACCIDENT, MEDIUM RISK, OPS)
	On landing, a charter flight experienced a collapsed nosewheel, resulting in a propeller strike and blocking the runway. There were no injuries.

	COLLISION WITH POWER LINES (ACCIDENT, MEDIUM RISK, OPS)
	A foreign registered light aircraft impacted powerlines resulting in a loss of control and impact with terrain. The passenger was fatally injured and the pilot seriously injured.
	It is not clear why the aircraft impacted the powerlines.

	UNCONTROLLED IMPACT WITH TERRAIN (LOC-I) (MANDATORY, LOW RISK, AIR)
	A foreign registered NTCA operating in the Gobabeb area impacted terrain nose first, fatally injuring both pilot and passenger.
	It is not clear why the aircraft lost control.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	AIR-PROX VFR CIRCUIT (MANDATORY, MEDIUM RISK, OPS/ANSSO)
	A light aircraft was told to extend downwind runway 01 at FYWE and sequence number two to a scheduled jet aircraft. The aircraft then reported that the tower had not provided sufficient spacing between the aircraft.
	Pilot’s should never be afraid to speak up when the clearance is not suitable. Extending downwind at FYWE for runway 01 has limitations and ATC might not always be aware of your performance constraints. It might be pertinent, for example, to ask for an orbit if the clearance is difficult to comply with.

	AIR-PROX MIDDAY AT FYWH (MANDATORY, MEDIUM RISK, OPS/ANSSO)
	An inbound charter was sequenced on a converging path with an arriving schedule, when the aircraft requested to extend, the only safe option, they ended up being too close to a schedule landing behind resulting in a go around.
	Sequencing traffic at FYWH during midday when a number of schedules arrive and depart, with the non-simultaneous movements, has inherent hazards. While solutions are being looked into, such as land and hold short, they also carry risks. Operators are cautioned, wherever possible, to plan flights slightly earlier or later than the published schedules.


	SAFETY OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	AIR-PROX GOOY (MANDATORY, MEDIUM RISK, OPS/ANSSO)
	A helicopter failed to read back a clearance to extend downwind while an IFR arrival was on final. The controller did not advise of traffic nor follow up on the failed readback. The crew of the IFR flight heard the failed readback and established visual contact with the traffic, now on a converging course, thereafter elected to go around.
	Remember we are all each other’s safety net. While in this case there were mistakes made by others, the vigilance of look out and listen out even under IFR was critical in avoiding a disaster.  While not in the Namibian FIR, the event brings important lessons worth sharing.

	TAXIWAY EXCURSION (MANDATORY, LOW RISK, AIR)
	An aircraft departed the taxiway after a stuck brake prevented the aircraft maintaining a straight path.

	IMPROPER RELEASE TO SERVICE (MANDATORY, MEDIUM RISK, ANSSO)
	An aircraft was released to service following maintenance without the log book entries being completed. A confidential report was provided to the operator alerting them of the mistake.
	On another occasion, an aircraft was released to service without a mandatory item which fell within the 50-hour release being complete. The aircraft overflew the required inspection by approximately 15 hours and a defect developed related to the system ommitted.
	Post maintenance checklists are vital and must be completed carefully both for the operator (MCM) and the AMO (MOE). Investigation on these matters is ongoing.

	Maintaining vertical and horizontal awareness is vital to avoid becoming a statistic

	100% of CFIT accidents happen below MSA
	SAFETY FEEDBACK
	MARCH 2026
	OBSTACLES (HAZARD, MEDIUM RISK, AGA)
	Powerlines in the vicinity of FYLZ are being addressed by NAC as to their effect on the OLS and the approaches and the depiction/publication on AD charts and in the AIP.
	The industry is being asked to address specific locations where powerlines cross roads causing a hazard, this matter has been referred to the IOSG to collect data.
	A number of unlit obstacles have been identified in the Swakopmund area - mostly communication towers, and CRAN is being approached to address the issue.


	INTERNATIONAL OCCURRENCES
	MARCH 2026
	COLLISION WITH VEHICLE
	Air Canada Express Flight 8646, inbound to La Guardia airport in New York, impacted with a vehicle, killing the two pilots and seriously injuring 38 passengers, two flight attendants, and the two vehicle occupants.  A departing flight aborted its takeoff after anti-ice warning lights came on, and declared an emergency after the crew noticed a foul odour in the cabin. Without an open gate for the United flight, an airport firefighting truck and a stair truck were dispatched to assist.
	At 23:37, air traffic control (ATC) cleared "Truck 1 and company" to cross runway 4 at taxiway D while the Air Canada Express aircraft was on short final. The controller could then be heard telling another aircraft, Frontier 4195, to stop. Immediately thereafter, the controller issued multiple radio transmissions telling Truck 1 to stop, just seconds after clearing it across the runway where the collision would occur. Audio released captured the moment of the initial and the second call to Truck 1: "Frontier 4195, just stop there please. Stop, stop, stop, stop, Truck 1, stop, stop, stop. Stop, Truck 1.”
	The pilots were reported to have reduced the severity by braking extremely hard just after touchdown.
	The preliminary statements indicate that the ground collision system failed to warn the air traffic controllers.
	See more about ground safety practices in our January edition.
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	Zenaune Kambueza  Human Resources Intern Dep: Human Resources
	“I admire the company's culture, I feel like NCAA is big on prioritising employees wellness and there is a feeling of togetherness within the organisation that makes me want to come to work everyday and be part of this organisation”
	Ranolda Mpareke Human Resources Intern Dep: Human Resources
	“Honestly, what I enjoy most is the overall experience of working at NCAA. The environment is great, there's always something new you learn. I thought HR would be all rules and serious faces😂plot twist, it's actually warm, welcoming and one of the most chilled teams to work with😌. Who am I kidding, I bet we all enjoyed getting breakfast and lunch when NCAA was hosting delegates from other organisations🤣😜”.
	Prepared by:

	www.ncaa.com.na Page 26
	Safety Bulletin - March 2026


	INTERNS
	Cont...
	Katrina Andreas Executive Assistant Intern: Office of the GM  Dep: Safety and Security
	“Your word is the lamp to my feet, a light to my path Psalm” 119:105
	As an executive assistant, I am not just handling schedules, but I am supporting leaders who shape national aviation policy. I find strength in every season of my life. No matter what challenges come my way I choose to grow, learn and rise. I take pride in embracing life lesson and turning them into opportunity for my personal growth.”
	Salimi Abed Records and Archive Intern Dep: Aviation Security
	“I'd say I'm happiest when things are running smoothly and I'm getting things done. There's just something very satisfying about turning chaos into order.”
	Musiwa Precious Mainza Legal Intern Dep: Aviation Security
	“The people are so welcoming and make my time at work far lighter and more enjoyable, healthy working environment top tier.”
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